[278]
matter, with a little training, that's something you can correct. But first-class in anything that has to do with mental construction — or reconstruction."
This flattering reflection was suddenly brushed aside by another, which was a bitter one. He, who had saved this man, at least for the time being, had not succeeded, in the course of six days of daily interviews, in making him confess the equivalent of what all Paris could learn from the papers this morning. It was true that Quinette had not pressed him. On the contrary. He had preferred to surround him with his influence, to accustom him, little by little, to a state of submission to him in everything. To drag a man's secret out of him is merely taking possession of one detail of that man. What the bookbinder wanted to do was to lay hands on the whole of the man. His secrets would come afterwards, of themselves. Quinette had ended by believing that he had time enough. The secrets were beginning to come. But they might have come sooner.
What information had the other surrendered to him? His name : Augustin Leheudry. His age : thirty-one. Stories about his childhood, his profession, his hard luck, his pilferings. His states of mind. An astonishing profusion of states of mind. Leheudry was by nature a fretful soul. He brooded over his troubles. He not only suffered from them ; he had a positive passion for them.
He expressed them badly; but, by dint of repeating himself, going back on his tracks, hemming and hawing, he finally succeeded in conveying them to you. Quinette believed that he could realise perfectly well why the printer had, one day, become a murderer. But he realised it without any sympathy for him. Leheudry's crime was, at bottom, one of unreason, of weakness. That was something which he, Quinette, despised.
Leheudry had visited his victim not to kill, but to steal. And he had decided to steal less from need of money than from exasperation. He was furious because he had lost his last job and had not found another. And he was not so much furious with society, as an anarchist might be, as with

